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THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMIS.
SIONERS OF HER MAJESTY'S TREASURY,

My LoRDS,

I HAVE the honour to submit to your Lordships the
Thirty-sixth Annual Report on the Post Office, being the
Report for the year ended the 31st of March 1890.

The following table shows the estimated number of letters, &c.
delivered in the United Kingdom during the twelve months
ended the 31st of March:—

— o | fae et
Letters - . - |1,650,000000 |  5°9 435
Post Cards = . 217,100,006 © 78 57
Book Packets and Circulars| 441,900,000 73 117
Newspapers « - | 159,300,000 48 42

Total - - | 2,468,400,000 6°2 65°1 o
Parcels - - - 42,858,000 8-2 11
Grand Total - | 2,511,253,000 6: 3 66-2

‘The number of registered letters was 11,357,935, an increase
of 356,850, or at the rate of 3-2 per cent.

Of the total number of letters, &c. delivered, it is thought
that about 85:2 per cent. were delivered in England and Wales,
298 per cent. being delivered in the London Postal District
alone, 9 per cent. in Scotland, and 58 per cent. in Ireland.
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The practice of sending valentines appears to be diminishing.

"In 1883 some 2,770,000 valentines passed through the post in

London, but in the present year the number was apparently not
more than 820,000, On the other hand, the additional work at
Christmas is largely on the increase. The fashion of offering
prizes for competitions of various kinds amongst the readers of
newspapers and magazines gives rise to much correspondence.
On the 2nd May 1889 no less than 31,398 post cards were
delivered at the otfice of one magazine, and at another office about
half a million post cards were delivered in a single week, one
delivery alone comprising 195,250 letters and post cards carried
to the office of the magazine in two vans. In another week as
many as 118,000 letters were delivered at the office of one
journal, and the postage on these letters amounted to about
1,000¢.

It is satisfactory to be able to report that in spite of the con-
tinued increase in the number of letters, &c., the number of
complaints of lateness in delivery is steadily decreasing. The
numbers of letters, &c. dealt with in the various Returned
Letter Offices throughout the country were as follows :—

—_— Number. Increase.

Letters - - 6,311,102 182,223
Post cards - - 841,076 44,817
Patterns - - 27,486 18,421
Parcels - - 107,868 23,230
Decrease.

Book Packeta - 6,661,201 88,056
Decrease,

Newspapers - 551,022 11,270

Of the letters returned 119,386 were re-issued to corrected
addresses, 5,539,551 were returned to the senders, 214,839
were returned unopened to the Post Offices of foreign countries,
and only 437,326 remained which could not be disposed
of. Of the parcels dealt with 81,277 were re-issued to corrected
addresses or returned to the senders. The number of registered
letters dealt with was 191,834, or 2,609 more than in
1888-89, and 32,742 other letters were found to contain
articles which rendered registration necessary. About 28,790
letters were posted without any addresses, and of these 1,495
contained cash, bank-notes, and cheques of the value of over
6,000!. in all.

On the 1st July 1889 the price of stout post cards was
reduced from 7d. for a packet of 12 to 6d. for a packet of 10,
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The reduction in price and the greater convenience of the charge
appear to have been much appreciated by the public. Since the
change the cheaper stout cards have displaced the cards sold by
private stationers at the rate of 13} millions a year, and the
thin official cards at the rate of 16 millions a year. In addition
there has been an actual increase in issué at the rate of 19
millions a year, and the total issue of the stout cards since the
1st July 1889 has been at the rate of 112 millions as compared
with 64 millions for the previous year. '

The number of Post Offices opened during the year was 530, New Qgce"
and the number of public letter boxes has been increased by Sites, &e.
873. The total number of Post Offices has thus been raised to
18,359, and the number of letter boxes to 20,827. About 800
additional licenses to sell postage stamps have been issued to
private individuals and firms,

The new Head Post Office for the Eastern district of Lendon
situated in the Whitechapel Road, and erected at a cost of about
25,0001 for the site and building, has been occupied, and New
Crown Post Offices have been completed at Aylesbury, Bilston,
North Shields, Smethwick, and Carlow. New Sorting Offices
also have been built at Liverpool, Ipswich, Acton, Highgate, and
Plaistow, and progress has been made with the new buildings at
the General Post Office and at the Chief Office of the Savings
Bank. The expenditure for the purchase of sites and buildings
during the year has amounted to 83,200/, and about 175,000L
has been expended in the maintenance and enlargement of
existing Post Offices. The corresponding expenditure for these
purposes amounted in 1888-89 to about 212,0001.

The total number of officers on the permanent establishment staff.
of the Department is 61,054. The number added in the year
was 2,658. The number of women included in the total is 4,348,
of whom 835 are employed as clerks in the Chief Offices in
London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, and 3,513 as counterwomen and
telegraphists throughout the United Kingdom.

Besides the foregoing there are about 52,000 other persons
employed by Postmasters throughout the United Kingdom in
Post Office work, Of these about 15,700 are women.

In London 87 additional outward mails and 40 inward mails New Mails, &e.

have been established. The midday mail despatch by the London
and South-Western Railway has been considerably improved,
with the result that the day deliveries in a large number of
towns in the ‘south of England have been accelerated by an hour
or more. Additional deliveries and collections have been pro-
vided in many of the suburban sub-districts in London and 15
additional direct despatches between one district and another
have been established,
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