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THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMIS

SIONERS OF HER MAJESTY'S TREASURY.

My Lords,

I have the honour to submit to your Lordships the

Thirty-ninth Annual Report on the Post Office, being the

Report for the year ended the 31st of March 1893.

The following table shows the estimated number of letters, &c. Number of

delivered in the United Kingdom during the twelve months Letters, &c.

ended the 31st of March :—

Average

Number to each

Person.

— Number

estimated.

Increase

per cent.

Letters - 1,790,500,000 1-3 46'6

Post Cards 244,400,000 1-2 0-4

Book Packets, Circulars, 1

and Samples - ■
535,200,000 8- 14-

Newspapers 162,800,000 — 4-2

Total 2,732,900,000 24 71-2

Parcels - 52,370,000 6- 1-4

Grand Total 2,785,270,000 2-5 72 6

Your Lordships will notice the large increase, viz., 8 per cent,

in the estimated number of book packets, circulars, and samples,

and incidentally the remarkable growth in the number of book

packets, circulars, &c., which could not be delivered. The com

parison on page 2 shows that a growth of over 2,000,000 of these

missives occurred in the year, as compared with a growth of less
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than 100,000 in the year before. These results are due to

various causes, amongst which may be stated the relaxation, on

the 1st June 1892, of the conditions under which circulars,

invoices, &c. are allowed to pass through the post at the ±d.

rate. There can be no doubt that a good deal of matter which

formerly used to contribute Id. to the Exchequer now con

tributes only id., and it becomes necessary to watch the

bearing of these concessions upon the financial arrangements of

the Government.

The number of letters registered was 12,132,144, an increase

of 54,776, or at the rate of 45 per cent. The number of regis

tered parcels was 448,233, an increase over the previous year of

67,238, or at the rate of 17 65 per cent. Of the 2,732,900,000

letters, &c. delivered, about 85 per cent, were delivered in

England and Wales, 28 98 per cent being delivered in the London

Postal District alone, 9 07 per cent, in Scotland, and o-93 per

cent, in Ireland.

New Offices, The number of Post Offices has been increased during the

** year by 524, and the number of public letter boxes has been

increased by 1,771. The total number of Post Offices has thus

been raised to 19,625 and the number of letter boxes to 25,072.

About 800 additional licenses to sell postage stamps have been

issued to tradesmen and others by the Inland Revenue

Department.

Beturned The numbers of letters, &c. dealt with in the various Returned

Letters. Letter Offices throughout the country were as follows :—

— Number.
Increase,

or Decrease.

Decrease.

Letters -

Post Cards -

6,357,439

964,164

433,406

Increase.

49,930

Patterns and Samples 49,133 7,520

Parcels - 128,744 10,686

Book Packets and Circulars

Newspapers -

9,034,832

518,772

2,018,378

Decrease.

37,959

Of the 6,357,439 letters dealt with 118,818 were re-issued to

corrected addresses, 5,565,609 were returned to the senders,

242,832 were returned unopened to the Post Offices of foreign

countries, and only 429,780 remained which could not be disposed

of. The number of undelivered registered letters and letters

containing property dealt with was 208,978, or 1,766 more than

in 1891-2, and included 29,387 letters containing articles of

sufficient value to be compulsorily registered. About 32,000

letters were posted without any addresses, and of these 1,955


