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FIFTEENTH REPORT.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMIS-
SIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY.

My Lorbs,

IN presenting to your Lordships the Fifteenth Annual
Report upon the Post Office, I am desirous, at the outset, of
removing what appears to be a very general misconception. It
consists in the idea, the origin of which is no doubt to be sought
in the Returns of Revenue and Expenditure as published
quarterly, that the year 1868 as compared with 1867 shows a
decrease in the receipts of the Post Office. Your Lordships
are aware that the apparent falling off is nothing more than a
matter of account, the result of a new arrangement, by virtue
of which the Post Office no longer receives postage upon
the letters of public departments. In the receipts of the year
1867 this postage was set down at 282,461l, whilst in 1868
only 14,7971 had been credited to this head at the time of
the change; if the respective amounts be deducted from the
receipts of the years to which they apply, the result will be as
follows, viz. :—

RECEIPTS.
1867. 1868.
4,548,129 - - - 4,566,882
Deduct postage of }
public departments 232,461 - - 14,797
£4,315,668 4,552,085
4,315,668

Increase in 1868 - £286,417

A more detailed statement of the revenue of the department
for 1868 and the preceding years will be found in the Appendix
Table I.

The facts I proceed to record show in almost every branch
of Post Office business an uninterrupted course of prosperity
such as is altogether inconsistent with the notion of diminished
receipts.
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As will be seen from the foregoing table, the number of
letters delivered in the United Kingdom in 1868 was in round
numbers 808,118,000, an increase of 4°29 per cent. over the
number in 1867. This gives an average of 26 letters to each
person, 149 to each house ; in England 30 letters to each person,
in Scotland 24, in Ireland 10. The number of book packets,
newspapers, and pattern packets delivered by post in the United
Kingdom in 1868 advanced to 105,845,000, an increase of 3-49
per cent. over the number in the previous year. The depositors
in Post Office Savings Banks at the end of the year 1868 were
965,154, an increase of 12'8 per cent. over the preceding year,
133 per cent. in England, 36 per cent. in Scotland, 87 per cent.
in Ireland. The balance due to depositors 11,666,655/, showed
an increase of 19'6 per cent. 192 per cent. in England, 192
per cent. in Scotland, 33 per cent. in Ireland. The total num-
ber of depositors in Post Office Savings Banks and the old
Savings Banks 2,336,654, or one to every 13 persons, showed an
increase of 97,307. The number of policies effected with the
Government through the Post Office increased from 1,485 at
the close of 1867 to 1,789 at the close of 1868; the amount
insured from 111,4370. to 134,824{. The number of immediate
annuities from 551 to 874 ; the amount from 12,393l a year to
18,789!. The number of deferred annuities from 187 to 160;
and the amount from 2,574l to 2,971/. On the other hand,
the amount for which money orders were issued fell from
19,282,1097. in 1867 to 19,079,162l. in 1868, a decrease of
about one per cent, due to the distribution of the Parliamen-
tary Grant for Education by the Privy Council Office being no
longer made by means of money orders. Only 115,827 of this

t was thus distributed in 1868, as against 502,960l. in 1867.

Of the Post Office Savings Bank and the Government Insu-
rances and Annuities further particulars are given in the Ap-
pendix, Tables Nos. III, IV, and V.; and Table No. II. shows
the force. and expenditure of the office for 1868 and nine
previous years.

Home 8ervice.

In 1868, letters coming from France by the night mails were
for the first time delivered in London at half past seven in the
morning instead of at nine. During the four busiest bours of the
day half-hourly collections began to be made from sixty additional
Receiving Houses and Pillar Boxes in the City. Paddington was
placed on the same footing as other parts of the metropolis in
regard to the frequency of its collections and deliveries. Direct
communication was established between some of the District
Post Offices and others, instead of the letters being massed at one
central point and thence distributed ; thus still further extending
the advantages of the District Postal system. The Letter Boxes at
Receiving Houses began to be closed at night and on Sundays,
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with a view to divert letters into the Pillar Boxes from which,
they can be collected in time for the first delivery in London
or for the morning mails into the country. Advantage was taken
of the railway to carry letters to Mitcham, Sutton, Carshalton,
Catford, Eltham, and Streatbam : whilst to other suburban places,
such as Richmond, Kingston, and Staines, supplementary mails
were established, leaving London about midnight so as to admit
of letters posted too late for the ordinary night mails being
included in the first delivery in the morning. Two of the
Morning Mail Trains from London were appointed to start
earlier, viz.—
The South Western Mail Train at 815 a.m. instead of at 9-15.
The Great Eastern
Ely Line 2» at 8 ‘0 am. 2 11-0.
To 36 other towns the day mails from London began leaving
sooner in 1868 by no less than 4 hours in one case and in none
by less than 30 minutes.

In the Report for 1867 it was stated that the District System,
which had already proved of the greatest advantage in London,
was about to be introduced into Manchester. This has now
been done and Manchester is divided into 8 Postal Districts,
with a corresponding number of Sorting Offices, between which
and the Hem{) Office communication is maintained by Mail Cart.
The Collections have at the same time been increased in number
from 3 to 5, and the Deliveries from 8 to 4 in the outer Districts,
and from 3 to 5 in the Central District.

In the matter of Day Mails to and from London and other
parts of England and Wales, the comparison between 1867 and
1868 stands as follows, viz. :—

o | Zovs | R o | 2o | 2o
av avi
a Night ‘threes rouns five six mﬂentf Total
and Mails | Mails ails | Mails | Malls
Mail daily. | daily. . | da daily. | Number of
YEAR. § . éi . .§' . 5 . g . §‘ Post Towns
§1E5|5|5|5(5|5|5 5|5
] g g 1 g 2
E .S g .s g .S E .3 g .3 g ‘3 and Wales.
ElalElalélalglalélella
S
1867 404 | 280 86 (881348 4|21 5 ] 559
1868 897 | 288 88 (89 (23|61 | 52| 8 s 567

In Scotland the Sutherland Railway from Bonar Bridge to
Golspie was opened in 1868, and now for many months places
along the line to Thurso and Wick have had their letters sooner
and been able to despatch them later. Under a new contract,
entered into in the course of the year, the mail packet between
Thurso and Stromness was replaced by a vessel of superior build
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