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FORTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS

COMMISSIONERS OF HER MAJESTY'S TREASURY.

M y Lords,

I have the honour to submit to your Lordships the

Forty-sixth Annual Report of the Postmaster-General, being an

account of the business of the Department for the year ended

the 3 1st of March 1900.

The whole year fell within the period of office of my pre

decessor the Duke of Norfolk, whose resignation (in order to

proceed with the Imperial Yeomanry to South Africa) was

sincerely regretted throughout the Department.

The year was mirked by no great changes or striking

developements ; but the great prosperity of the country and the

war in South Africa led to an increase in the work of the Post

Office in almost every direction.

It is estimated that the number of postal packets delivered in Appendix A.,

the United Kingdom during the year was as follows :— pp' zt'

— Number.
Increase

per Cent.
Number to eacb

Average

Person.

Letters - 2,246,800,000 27

4-7

•2

6-0

4-9

55-3

9-8Fott Cards - 400,300,000

Book Packets and Circulars * 702,800,000 17-8

40

1-9

Newspapers 163,400,000

Parcels (actual number) 75,448,000

Total 3,588,748,000 2-6 88-3

The number of letters registered in the United Kingdom was Registered

16,25o,852, an increase of 6 ■ 7 per cent, over the number in lotters-

the previous year.

In November the limits of size for postcards, both inland and Postcards,

fore'gn, were increased to 5^ inches by 3.^ inches.

The issue of the thin and stout oblong cards, formerly used

for the inland service, and of the old foreign postcards, has

ceased ; and the official cards now on sale at Post Offices are as

follows :—

Inland thin (single and reply)—5 \ by 3 \ inches.

Inland stout „ „ „ —4J by 3£ inches (Court size).

Foreign thin „ „ „ —5{ by 3| inches.

The private postcards are estimated to be about 58 per cent,

of the total number now passing through the post.
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Newspapers. The increase in the number of newspapers sent is beyond

recorded precedent. Those posted in London were nearly 18 per

cent, more numerous than in the previous year. Not only was

there a greater circulation of existing newspapers, but the

number of papers placed on the register rose from 2,400 to

2,560.

Parutls. Of the total number of parcels delivered 64,614,000 were rail

borne, while 10,834,000 did not pass over a railway. Inland

parcels to the number of 838,113 were registered during the

year. Details of the Parcel Post with places abroad will be

found on a later page of this Report under the head of " Foreign

and Colonial Post."

Statistics.

Service in

London on

Sunday.

Foreign

parcels.

Express Delivers Service.

The total number of express services was 720,381, as compared

with 641,227 in 1898-99, an increase of 12-34 per cent. In

London 769,764 articles were delivered by express messenger,

including 308,058 letters sent out for delivery in advance of the

postman.

The arrangement under which residents in London can obtain

delivery of letters on Sunday by special messenger has not

been so largely used as was anticipated, the total number of

letters so delivered averaging only 59 a Sunday. The arrange

ment is, however, found useful in emergencies ; and a number of

people have used it recently to obtain their letters from South

Africa when the mail has arrived on Saturday night or on

Sunday.

The express delivery system was extended during the year to

parcels exchanged with Portugal, Madeira, and the Azores.

Undelivered Postal Packets.

The numbers of undelivered packets dealt with during the year

were as follows :—

Increase ( + )

— Number. or

Decrease ( — ).

Letters ... 8,954,041 + 400,105

Postcards 1,495,085 + 108,001

Book Packets - 10,613,853 - 687,753

Newspapers - - 597,919 + 44,897

Parcels 206,944 + 18,107

Further particulars are given in Table G. of the Appendix.
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The number of undelivered letters returned to this country

from abroad rose from 373,308 in 1898-99 to 463,611 in 1899-

1900. The increase was largely due to the return of 35,448

letters addressed to the Transvaal and Orange Free State, which

were stopped at Cape Town on the outbreak of the war, and

were not claimed there by the persons for whom they were

intended. Undelivered correspondence for the army in South

Africa is also being returned in large quantities.

The total value of property found in undelivered letters,

which had to be opened in the Returned Letter Offices, was

725,613*.

The articles found loose in the post have increased by nearly

80 per cent, during the last four years. Now that four ounces

are carried for Id., there is a tendency to send light articles by

letter post in flimsy covers ; and it would be well if the public

realised the danger of the contents being lost in such cases,

especially when the packets form part of mails which are

transferred to or from trains in motion.

The number of postal packets posted without address during

the year was 288,667. The number of parcels found in the

post without address (having lost in most cases " tie-on " labels)

was 14,066. In 2,767 of the unaddressed letters were found

cash and bank-notes to the value of VS6L, and no less than

9,628*. in bills, cheques, money orders, postal orders, and postage

stamps.

Home Mails.

The Night Mail Service to and from Aberystwyth has been

accelerated, with the result that an earlier arrival has been

afforded to the extent of about 35 minutes, and a later despatch

to the extent of 25 minutes. A sorting tender has been attached

to the Night Mail trains over this line, and an improvement

of the hours both of despatch and arrival at the places served

has consequently been effected.

Rural Posts.

The extension of the house to house delivery of letters

throughout the rural districts has been completed in England,

and almost completed in Scotland and Ireland. There are still

a few letters in Scotland and Ireland for which a delivery has

to be provided, and the necessary arrangements will be made as

soon as possible. The letters brought into the official delivery

between 22nd June 1897 and 31st March last are estimated to

number about 55,000,000 a year.



Authority was given in September for a post office to be

established on the remote island of St. Kilda. Owing, however,

to the difficulty of communicating with the island, it was not

possible to open the office until the present summer.

Private post

ing boxes.

Sunday

registration

of letters in

London.

London Arrangements.

The reduction of the fees for private posting boxes in London,

referred to in the last report, has caused a further increase in

the number of such boxes, namely, from 1 73 to 396.

An arrangement has been made under which letters are

accepted for registration on Sundays at certain offices in Londou

on payment of a double registration fee, in addition to the

ordinary postage. These letters are included in the Sunday

night despatches.

New entries

into the

Postal

Union.

Celebration

of 25th

Anniversary

of Postal

Union.

Penny

postage

within the

empire.

Packet

services.

Atlantic

Mails.

South

African

Mails.

Foreign and Colonial Post.

Arrangements are in progress for the entry into the Universal

Postal Union of Southern Rhodesia and the Bechuanaland and

Somaliland Protectorates.

Arrangements having been made for a festival to be held at

Berne in the summer of 1900 in celebration of the 25th

anniversary of the foundation of the Union, Mr. H. Buxton

Forinan, C.B., and Mr. C. A. King, were appointed to represent

this country.

The Cape Colony adopted in October last the penny postage

scheme, which now only requires the adhesion of Australasia to

be practically co-extensive with the British empire.

The revision of the Packet services has been continued, with

gain both in economy and efficiency.

Under new contracts for the service to New York, which came

into force on the 1st of August 189!), the contractors receive

payment at a cheaper rate than that fixed by the last contracts

for all correspondence carried in excess of a certain weight, and

at a still cheaper rate when the total payment for mails carried

has reached a certain limit. The general effect is to provide

that increase in the volume of mails shall not entail a

poitionate extra cost. The provisions of these

pro-

contracts will

admit of the contents of the mails beiug sorted <'urintr the

voyage, should it be considered desirable to do so.

A new contract made by the Cape Government for the mail

service between South Africa and this country will come into

force on the 1st of October next. It provides for a course of

post between London and Cape Town shorter by over two days



than the course of post provided by the present contract.

Although the new, like tho old, is actually a Colonial contract,

Her Majesty's Government bears a large share of the cost, and

for that reason has stipulated for a leading voice in the arrange

ments for the service.

Negotiations have been completed with the Pacific Steam South

Navigation Company for bringing their service to South American

America under a fixed subsidy, and so avoiding the constant ai s'

growth of payments as the mails increase in volume. The

subsi'ly will cover not only the present services to Brazil and

the River Plate, through the Straits of Magellan to the West

Coast of South America, and from Panama down that Coast to

Valparaiso, but also an additional service northward to Ocos ;

and at the same time an improved service will be provided

between this country and the Falkland Islands. The settlement

of the new contract for the West India service does not fall

within the period under review, though it has practically been

completed.

Arrangements have been made with the French Post Office Homeward

under which certain defects in the train service for the Australian

homeward Australian mails through France have been removed. ^a"s'

An improvement has also been effected in the mail service Channel

between England and France by the provision of two daily ervice-

despatches in each direction by way of Folkestone and Boulogne,

in addition to the three daily despatches by the route of Dover

and Calais.

During the year the new system by which letters can be insured Insurance of

against lass, damage or abstraction, has been extended to the totters sent

service between the United Kingdom and the under-mentioned ftbroad-

British Possessions :—British Guiana, Ceylon, Falkland Islands,

Gambia, Hong Hong, India, Jamaica, Lagos, Newfoundland,

St. Helena, Straits Settlements, and Trinidad.

There has been a steady increase in the number of insured

letters sent to and received from places abroad. During the

first month of the financial year, 24S insured letters were

despatched from this country,, and 1,641 were received. During

the last month 353 insured letters were despatched, and

2,543 were received. The total number of insured letters

despatched during the year was 3,687, while 25,276 were

received.

No opportunity has occurred of extending tlie Foreign and Parcel Post.

Colonial Parcel Post to any fresh country or coiony, but the

insurance system connected with it has been extended to Chile,

the Danish West Indies, New Sout'i Wales, Sarawak, South

Australia, Tasmania, and Victoria ; while in British East Africa

it has been extended to the town of Lauiu, and in Southern

Nigeria the limit up to which parcels can be insured lias been

increased from 201. to I2i)l.


